
East Meck High School PTSO/ @ Google Meet Meeting/ 12/10/24

Attendance (19): Mary Beth Ausman, Karen Barnash, Angela Vogel Daley, Devonya
Govan-Hunt, Angela Hernandez, Rebecca Heskamp, Quillie Hunt, Amanda Jaffe, Tracy
Jenkins, Laine, Beverly McDuffie, Franchyell McLaughlin, Chelsea Mellon, Maria Papanikolaou,
Victoria Reeder, Deyna Rogers, Danielle Stallings, William Taylor, Leah Zanville

1) Welcome - by Co-President L. Zanville at 7pm

2) Minutes approved for November 12, 2024 by 19 votes.

a) Approval of November minutes - W. Taylor firsts, M. Papanikolaou seconds
(motion anonymously passes)

3) Principal’s Report by L. Zanville

a) Mr. Drye was not able to be with us tonight; he had a long day, but he’s at
Providence to support the swim team. I’m going to share a few things and then
open it up to discussion. He’s limited in what he can share at this time as things
progress with CMPD. There will potentially be criminal charges, but he can only
tell us things that he is permitted to share.
i) He is extremely pleased with how things went today, other than a few

snafus (ex: intercom went out).
ii) We had 9 or 10 additional police officers on site from the start of the day,

shepherding people to bathrooms, talking with students, and helping
escort students to classes.

iii) He felt good about the level of communication he had with students.
iv) 250+ students left early. Some parents had to wait for students. Some

parents were understandably upset.
v) Teachers and staff were very calm and understanding. There is a lot of

confidence in the school, from what I can convey.
b) This is a chapter that is unfortunately not limited to today. Any comments or

questions?
i) V. Reeder: Is it possible for them to let the library or other neighboring

businesses know when they are in lockdown? There were kids who left
school who didn’t have passes, and we didn’t know what was happening.
It affects us as well. Parents might also come to the library if they are
trying to access the school. If we can be informed, that would be helpful.

ii) L. Zanville: Great idea! We can’t communicate with some businesses, but
we will find out about the ones in the vicinity of the school.

iii) C. Mellon asked if there are ways to add organizations to ParentSquare.
iv) M. Papanikolaou: I am going to echo something that Victoria said- We

should invite all the businesses in the area to be invited to be on
ParentSquare, for these reasons and also for the wins. I don’t know how
to initiate these invitations.
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v) L. Zanville: The first step would be finding out if Drye feels like this is
doable, and then talking to the tech person. This would be a direct and
indirect way of making businesses feel more connected to the school.

vi) L. Zanville: I just want to reiterate that Drye shared that it was a modified
lockdown because it wasn’t considered a credible threat. They were fairly
confident that it wasn’t a credible threat or they wouldn’t have considered
it a modified threat. For those of us who were at our meeting last month,
we did talk about parent expectations during lockdowns. We talked about
Mr. Drye adopting some specific requests, which included a timely
notification to parents. He absolutely did what we asked of him. He
proactively reached out so we could share information with parents. He
values parent cooperation.

vii) Laine A: I was on campus today volunteering and I wasn’t sure if I should
even show up, but the office invited me in. It was business as usual aside
from the police presence and students being escorted.

viii) L. Zanville: It’s a horrible reality our kids are living in; they have been
trained to deal with some of these scenarios. There was a bit more
anxiety due to the difference in this pattern. This student or possibly
different students had continuous posts throughout the day. That was a
contributing factor to students feeling anxious. I’m personally very grateful
to the staff for keeping calm and responsive.

4) Financial Report by W. Taylor:

a) Similar themes continue; We have raised $12,400 for direct giving, compared to
$6,850 at the same time last year.
i) Our increased campaign has been very successful. Matching gifts

continues to be a bright spot like last year and folks who have been
continuous givers - larger institutions, BOA, Adobe, Wells Fargo. If you
give, check with your employer. We have a total of $13,600 and we have
a goal of $23,000 for the year. We are a little over halfway through the
year.

ii) The spirit night money is also beginning to trickle in from Hawthorne's
Pizza and Jersey Mikes.

iii) We have $1300 from member dues.
b) On the spending side, most of the spending was on the grant program:

i) We got an ipad for the dance instructor (Messer) to record classes and
performances.

ii) We sent a couple kids on a field trip through the social work department.
That will come out in the December report as well.

iii) There was a larger field through the JR. Achievement program and we
agreed to step in for students who couldn’t pay for that trip. We partnered
with Ms. Quintero (treasurer of school).



East Meck High School PTSO/ @ Google Meet Meeting/ 12/10/24

iv) As we head into next year, we will head into the next phase of Direct Give
to take it to the end of the year

c) Checking account currently holds $26000 including $5k reserves. We are doing
well on financials.

5) Membership by T. Zimmerman (read by C. Mellon):

a) Total members 208 which includes 41 staff members!
b) The recent staff membership raffle was very successful. The winners of the $50

gift cards were Dr. Pat Alfarone and Mrs Ibarra.
c) We have an amazing banner and yard signs that can be used at any upcoming

events to encourage and boost East Meck supporters to join! Reach out if you
want to use it!

d) We have a list of current members that indicated interest in volunteering. If you
need names let me know.

6) Advocacy by L Zanville:

a) The biggest current news is a wonderful 11th grade student has put work into the
Nest - transforming into a usable space. There are racks of coats and it’s ready
for winter use. Annie - the 11th grader - has a 4th block free and it’s now her
mission to keep up the inventory and she will help students shop during 4th
block. We will eventually need parents to help as well, but for now, we’re using
Annie.
i) MB Ausman: When can we drop donations? L. Zanville: At the moment

we are overflowing. We are getting a separate trailer for staging and
storing. As soon as we have that, we will start making specific requests.
And then we will start expanding with toiletries, and turning it into a
foodbank. And we have great administrative support. For those of you
who know Paola Strand, she is temporarily back from Ecuador and is
helping.

b) This week is going to end our second Angel Tree at East Meck. We had a
corporate sponsor from staff at Robinson Bradshaw law firm. On Saturday, we
are going to do a fun wrapping day. We will play Christmas music, wear dumb
hats and wrap all these presents for these kids. People really stepped up and
thank you to everyone who supported the Angel Tree.

7) Staff Appreciation (added to the agenda) by K. Barnash and A. Jaffe:

a) We are having the staff holiday lunch - offsite the meal is paid for by the East
Meck foundation. We will not need donations this time. Requests for donations
will come in again in the spring.

8) Open Discussion (open to all):
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a) C. Mellon: Parent GPS has added inquiries and answers to the website - in a
Q&A format - and we want to make sure families are aware.

b) C. Mellon: We have had some recent questions from families that should most
likely be addressed to administration. One is in regards to an excess of trash at
the front entrance. And another is about the state of a bathroom on campus. We
are going to collect these questions and any others raised by parents and turn
them over the administrators for answers. Please feel free to email us, email the
Parent GPS or put something in the chat if you have a question that needs to be
answered.

c) L. Zanville: We are happy to be the clearing house for questions. Side bar, there
has been a structural change for maintenance. Now you go into a district que for
maintenance. It’s out of the school’s hands, but they are trying to navigate it.

d) D. Stallings: Is there anything we can do to help get the yard waste/landscaping
removed from the front of the school? What can we do to spruce it up? These are
bags of yard waste from the visitors side and they need to be removed. C.
Mellon: We will add that question to our list for the administration.

e) L. Zanville: The only new thing is the change to lockout, but we talked about that
at the last meeting.

f) MB Ausman: The Eagle Call has become very informative and we are all missing
the positive information. We all need to encourage those positive notes to return.
If we can make those celebrations known, we can build our community. L.
Zanville: For those of you who missed out of the Friday Weekly Updates from Mr.
Parker, we are all missing that specific voice on Fridays. So hopefully we can get
the spirit of that back.

g) V. Reeder: I’m the team librarian across the street. I know I talked about how last
year we were offering mental health support for teens. We had to take a step
back. We are getting a lot of support in terms of mandatory reporting, but there
hasn’t been a lot of agreement in terms of how to respond to contacting parents
or how to access contact information. So we are taking the step back. We did
have a training with Teen Health Connection. And every day we see something
else going on and we hope to bring our Mental Health support back, but in the
meantime, I’m always here to support the teens.

i) We do offer Community Service Sunday: Once a month, a 2 hour
program, and it does require registration. There are still some spots for
12/22. We are making fleece blankets for WNC. We will also be making
gratitude lanyards for veterans. We have lots of really unique projects.

h) L. Zanville: Thank you Victoria. She is an incredible community partner for our
school. And she provides such a safe space for our children. It is such a great
place for students to go. We continue to appreciate you. Have you had a chance
to meet our new social worker, Mr. Williams? V. Reeder: I met both social
workers, and that’s what I was referring to in terms of things not going so well,
but yes, I met both of them. The issue involves where/when responsibility lies
after 2:15. When does it lie with us, and what does the process look like? Not
everything we have is up to date, so there is some stuff that needs to be worked
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through. Hoping a counselor or social worker will step in, but it’s hard for them to
step in on something that didn’t happen on school grounds. L. Zanville: If you
can’t make any progress, make an appointment with Mr. Drye. V. Reeder: I was
under the impression that we could talk about mental health stuff, and now it’s
time to get everyone on the same page regarding the steps and what everyone’s
roles are. L. Zanville: Thank you for seeing that process through.

i) C. Mellon: It will be time to initiate the nomination process soon. We have one
parent on board to help, but please consider helping with this critical and
temporary role if you can. L. Zanville: Also, Knydia has stepped out. A number of
us are going to roll off the board, and we can make it harder for ourselves, but it
doesn’t have to be.

9) L. Zanville adjourns the meeting at 7:37.


